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1 . YOUR COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE WORKING-LEVEL 
DRAFT OF THE SIX "ASSURANCES" WERE VERY HELPFUL AND HAVE 
BEEN INCORPORATED VIRTUALLY WHOLESALE IN OUR CURRENT DRAFT. 

2. WE HAVE BEGUN PROCESS OF INFORMAL CONSULTATION WITH 
A FEW SELECTED PEOPLE ON THE HILL IN ORDER TO GET THEIR 
REACTION TO OUR DRAFT ASSURANCES. IN THE NEXT DAY OR SO 
WE EXPECT TO EXPOSE THE DRAFT INFORMALLY ALSO TO GAO REPS. 

IN ADDITION, WE ALSO HAVE VERY MUCH IN MIND THE IMPORTANCE 
OF POSITION THAT DCI MIGHT TAKE ON THE ASSURANCES. 
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3. WE KNOW THE PROPOSED ASSURANCES WILL HAVE TO BE PUT TO 
THE IRANIANS SHORTLY. BEFORE MOVING ON THAT TRACK, WE 
THOUGHT IT PRUDENT TO GET SOME UNDERSTANDING ON THE DIMEN- 
SIONS OF FORMULATION WHICH WAS LIKELY TO BE ACCEPTABLE 

ON THE HILL. IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO GET A FIRM FIX ON 
THIS POINT, BUT WE THOUGHT IT DESIRABLE TO TRY TO LIMIT 
THE CHANCES THAT WHAT WE PUT TO THE GOI ON PROPOSED 
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ASSURANCES WOULD THEN HAVE TO BE BOUNCED BACK BECAUSE OF 
ADVERSE REACTION ON THE HILL. 

4. VON MARBOD TOLD US YESTERDAY HE COULD NOT GO TO TEHRAN 
TO SUPPORT YOUR MISSION IN CARRYING ON THE ASSURANCES 
DISCUSSIONS WITH TOUFANIAN, AS HE EARLIER PROPOSED. THERE 

IS CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE ON VON MARBOD IN CONNECTION WITH 
OTHER WORK. I HAVE DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH HOWIE FISH 
TODAY AND EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR BEING ABLE TO 
MAKE BEST POSSIBLE CASE WITH THE IRANIANS. HOWIE PROMISED 
TO REVIEW QUESTION OF VON MARBOD'S AVAILABILITY FOR EARLY 
TRIP TO TEHRAN. 

5. YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT WE ARE ALSO IMMERSED IN EFFORT TO 
COME UP WITH A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF ALTERNATIVE AIR 
DEFENSE SYSTEMS FOR IRAN, AS REQUESTED OFFICIALLY BY 
CONGRESSMAN HAMILTON AND LONG LIST OF SENATORS. 

BASICALLY THIS MEANS COMPARING THE PROPOSED SYSTEM OF 
SEVEN AWACS AND A NUMBER OF GROUND RADARS WITH ALTERNATIVES 
OF E2CS PLUS GROUND RADARS AND ALSO A SYSTEM LIMITED TO 
GROUND RADARS. A DETAILED COMPARATIVE STUDY SUCH AS HAS 
BEEN ASKED FOR WOULD REQUIRE GOI COOPERATION AND WOULD HAVE 
TO EXTEND FAR BEYOND THE COUPLE OF WEEKS MORE BEFORE THE 
LOA IS TO BE RESUBMITTED. WE HAVE IN MIND DOING A MORE 
LIMITED STUDY WHICH CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THIS TIME 

FRAME. ON THIS, AS ON ASSURANCES, DEPARTMENT IS WORKING 
CLOSELY WITH DOD WHICH NECESSARILY HAS TO CARRY GREAT 
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BULK OF LOAD ON THE TECHNICAL QUESTIONS. 

6. THUS WE ARE WORKING ON A NUMBER OF FRONTS AND ON A 
NUMBER OF ISSUES, DEALING WITH PERSONS WHO MAY BE CONCERNED 
PARTICULARLY WITH ONE QUESTION OR ANOTHER (E.G., SECURITY), 

AND SOME WHO SIMPLY DON'T LIKE ANY PART OF THE PROPOSAL, 

AS WELL AS OTHERS WHO WE HOPE WILL HELP US COME UP WITH 
A SUCCESSFUL PACKAGE. THE EFFORT IS ENGAGING QUITE A 
FEW PERSONS ON URGENT BASIS. 

7. WE KNOW YOU NEED TO BE KEPT CURRENTLY INFORMED, AND 
WE WILL TRY TO DO OUR BEST. VANCE 
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